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Students are placed in an educational environment that challenges and enables them to explore,
develop, and apply their intellectual, social, physical and creative abilities as well as critical thinking
skills in order to function and interact in a dynamically oriented global society. This formal integrated
program embraces all learning experiences to assist students in becoming lifelong learners who can
positively and constructively have an impact on a rapidly changing international perspective.
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The mission of Modern Knowledge Schools is to develop respectful, responsible, global minded
individuals: lifelong learners who contribute towards a peaceful world.

To develop the whole child and provide opportunities for them to reach their full potential in a
happy, safe, and challenging learning environment where every person is valued and supported.

All students have the potential to succeed. 
Everyone is valued and deserves respect. 
Everyone has the right to a safe, clean environment that is conducive to learning. 
Local culture and heritage are an integral part of the learning experience. 
Family and community support are vital for success. 
Learning is fun!

We believe that: 
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Making Kids Successful.
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MKS Motto

Belief Statement

Vision

Mission Statement



Students are expected to be on time for school in the morning and to be on time for all classes
throughout the day. Students may enter the building at 7:00 am and classes begin at 7:05 am.
Students are not permitted to leave class during the first or last 10 minutes of any period. 
Each absence will require a communication from parents to the school and a parent’s or doctor’s
note on the first day back in school. Counselors will be contacting parents on the occasion of any
student absence.
Students arrive at school properly attired in the school uniform or approved school clothing. 
Students are encouraged to leave any electronic communication devices at home. If a student
brings an electronic communication device to school and makes use of a phone or other device
during the school day without proper permission. MKS reserves the right to impound the device.
Mobile phones are not to be “Seen”, “Heard” or “Used” 
Students will represent their own learning. Copying the work of others without acknowledging the
source, submitting the work of another student as their own, or allowing their own work to be
copied, are serious offenses. These actions can result in loss of marks or suspension.
Students are to refrain from any form of vandalism; all students must respect school property and
the property of others. 
No aggressive or excessive physical contact of any kind, including play fighting, kicking, biting, or
rough play is allowed at MKS or at MKS sponsored events. This includes events affiliated with the
Bahrain Private School Sports League, of which MKS is a member. 
Students are expected to enter and exit the school building and their classes in an orderly manner.
Students will walk at all times in the corridors and avoid running and pushing. Students should
move quietly and avoid shouting or loud noises while moving to and from classes or at dismissal
time.

Rights and Responsibilities

All students at MKS have both rights and responsibilities. Students have the right to receive a quality
education free from any kind of disruption, the right to be safe and respected and the right to be
guided and supported. Students have the responsibility to follow all school rules, respect school
property, and show consideration and respect for MKS students and staff members.

Student Expectations and Standards of Behavior

The following expectations have been outlined to help ensure a positive, healthy learning
environment.
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Code of Conduct, Policies, Procedures
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Mutual courtesy and respect between students and staff are expected from all students. Students
should not use disrespectful or offensive language when addressing or conversing with staff or
other students. 
Come to class prepared with all necessary books and materials
Work quietly during the class session and follow all teachers’ instructions
Follow classroom rules
Follow and cooperate with the teacher’s instructions at all times
Respect all property and keep all areas of the school clean and tidy
Respect and cooperate with staff members, administrators and workers, including security,
drivers, cafeteria, and maintenance personnel
Stay in assigned areas and use appropriate language at all times.
Respect school property and the property of others
Keep their hands and feet to themselves at all times 
Clean up after themselves in the classroom and cafeteria
Speak respectfully and properly to everyone
Students must adhere to General Guidelines for acceptable use of Technology school policy.

Student Expectations and Standards of Behavior (continued)

Consequences for Non-Compliance of Student Expectations

Discipline is intended to promote the learning of self-control and change inappropriate behavior.
Expected behaviors must be actively taught both at home and in school. The strategies used to
develop understanding and respect for the school may vary from student to student. Where there is
noncompliance with the behavioral expectations of the code, despite the application of these
strategies, appropriate consequences will be initiated. Behavior that interferes with the learning
environment or disrupts the efficient operation of the school is unacceptable.

MKS expects students to follow behavior guidelines and promotes the learning of self-control.
Behavior that interferes with the learning environment or disrupts the smooth operation of the school
is unacceptable. We follow the MOE guidelines for Private and Government Schools. The strategies
used to develop understanding and respect may vary from student to student. When there is non-
compliance with the behavioral expectations of the code of conduct, despite the application of these
strategies, MKS implements appropriate consequences. Review the Ministry of Education link
regarding student behavior for updated information. 

Classroom Behavior

Students are expected to attend all classes on time and come to class prepared with all necessary
books and materials. Borrowing or sharing books and materials is strongly discouraged. Students
should work diligently in class and avoid disturbing the class in any manner. Students are expected to
follow the teacher’s instructions in class and wait for the teacher’s permission before leaving class.Co
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protecting children from maltreatment
preventing impairment of children’s health or development
ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective
care
taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

neglect
physical abuse
sexual abuse
emotional abuse
bullying, including online bullying and prejudice-based bullying
racist and disability 
gender-based violence/violence against women and girls
radicalization and/or extremist behavior
the impact of new technologies on behavior
substance misuse
issues that may be specific to a local area or population
domestic violence
fabricated or induced illness
poor parenting, particularly in relation to young children

children’s and learners’ health and safety and well-being, including their mental health
meeting the needs of children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities 
the use of reasonable force
meeting the needs of children and learners with medical conditions
providing first aid
intimate care and emotional well-being 
online safety and associated issues 
appropriate arrangements to ensure children’s and learners’ security

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of this policy as: 

Safeguarding action may be needed to protect children and learners from: 

Staff have regular contact with children and young people so are in a strong position to identify signs
of abuse and neglect.

Safeguarding is not just about protecting children and learners from deliberate harm, neglect and
failure to act. It relates to broader aspects of care and education, including: 
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create safe environments for children and young people through robust safeguarding practices
ensure that adults who work in the school, including volunteers, don't pose a risk to children
make sure staff are trained, know how to respond to concerns and keep-up-to-date with policy and
practice
teach children and young people about staying safe.

work in an open and transparent way
discuss and/or take advice from school management over any incident which may give rise to
concern
record any incidents or decisions made
apply the same professional standards regardless of gender, sexuality or disability 
comply and are aware of the confidentiality policy 
are aware that breaches of the law and other professional guidelines could result in criminal or
disciplinary action being taken against them. 

Children and learners are protected and feel safe in their learning environment
Leaders and managers have put in place effective child protection and staff behavior policies that
are well understood by everyone in the setting.
All staff and other adults working within the setting are clear about procedures where they are
concerned about the safety of a child 
Children and learners can identify a trusted adult with whom they can communicate about any
concerns.
Written records are made in an appropriate and timely way. Records are confidential and shared,
with consent, if needed. 
Children and learners are supported, protected and informed appropriately about the action the
adult is taking to share their concerns
There is a written plan in place that has clear and agreed procedures to protect a child
Positive behavior is promoted consistently. Staff use effective de-escalation techniques and
creative alternative strategies that are specific to the individual needs of children and learners.

Schools should:

School staff play an essential role in protecting children. All staff who work within our school are
responsible for their own actions and behavior and should avoid any conduct which would lead to
questions regarding their motivation and intentions.

The safe working practices at MKS ensure that pupils are safe and that all staff include:

Evidence of effective safeguarding includes: 
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Rotation Schedule

The rotating schedule will allow for students to see their teachers four times each week. We use a 5
day weekly schedule on a four day rotation. A schedule is not necessarily tied to a specific day of the
week, however it will be a continuous cycle of day 1, day 2, day 3, day 4, then back to day 1 regardless
of the day of the school week. Therefore, Sunday could be any of the four days scheduled depending
on what the previous school day was the week before.

Class Times

Class time is 60 minutes and students will see 6 periods per day. Students have approximately 3,712.5
instructional minutes each semester which is approximately 7,425 instructional minutes over an
academic school year. School time for students is 7:05am - 2:00pm.

High School Day
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Attendance

Students are expected to attend classes regularly and according to their schedules. Attendance is
recorded every period throughout the day. In cases of illness or family emergencies, the school must
be notified to ensure the student’s academic success. Medical notes should be provided to the school
for absences. Parents withdrawing students from school for any other reason should consider that the
classroom experience can never be “made up” with extra work sent home. If absence cannot be
avoided, the Principal should be informed in advance. Permission for excused absences are
communicated through the office. Teachers shouldn’t be addressed with this issue. 

Students are 100% responsible to communicate with their teachers upon return to school to
determine make-up of missed assignments and to determine due dates for makeup work. Students
have the same number of days to complete make-up work for classes as the number of days they were
absent. Any different arrangements with any teacher must be obtained in writing – either on paper or
via email communication. All arrangements must be documented. After this time, the work will be
considered late and may have marks deducted.

Days away from school because of suspension are counted as unexcused absences. Class work may be
made up and it is advised that the student use the time at home to keep up with work posted in Google
classroom and to email teachers to obtain any missed in-class work. The student will lose participation
points for days missed due to suspension and these cannot be made up.

It must be noted that students have multiple ways to communicate with their teachers: in person, via
email, via google classroom messages. Students have no excuse for not communicating with teachers
to arrange for make-up work

Skipping classes 

Students caught skipping classes will face disciplinary consequences. In addition, any work, quizzes, or
tests missed in class that day may not be made up.

Arrival

Gates open at 6:45 and close at 7:15. Classes start at 7:05. It is very important to be on time for all
classes. Students who arrive late to class miss warm-up activities, and important instruction regarding
goals of the lesson. Students also miss the opportunity to earn full participation marks, and full marks
for completion of the daily warm-up.

In the case of emergency, a doctor’s appointment or other special circumstances, the parent must
accompany their child to reception to be admitted to school late and receive approval from their
grade level counselor, the Principal, Assistant Principal, or approved designee. The student will then
receive a pass to class.

High School Day
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Hats, caps, open toe shoes, slippers
Hoodies, jackets and sweaters, other than the MKS sweaters, jackets, and hoodies

Uniforms

All MKS students are required to wear the approved school uniform. Any special clothing, such as
grade level shirts, must be approved by the administration. On the days that a student has Physical
Education class, or in times that another event may require it, students may wear the PE uniform.
Students should also wear name tags at all times as this is an essential part of the uniform. All uniform
items may be purchased at the uniform shop on campus by gate 12. 
The following are not allowed:

Common Area Use 

All common areas are for all students in the MKS High School. As such it is important that all students
make use of these areas in a respectable way to ensure that it will be in good condition for all
students. Students should dispose of trash in one of the designated containers and clean their area
before they leave. Students should always use good manners. Students should not push or shove and
should leave the area clean and head to class in a timely manner.

Field Trips

MKS supports learning beyond the classroom as an extension to the school day. Work and activities
outside of the school campus can be organized by subject teachers or the MKS administration for the
benefit of students at any time throughout the year. All field trips must be approved by the MKS
administration and demonstrate the enhancement of the academic program. MKS reserves the right to
restrict student participation in field trips.

High School Day
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Extra Curricular & After School Activities

In order for an after school activity to be an effective and enjoyable experience, students are
expected to make a commitment to the activity which includes attending scheduled meetings or
practice and notifying the activity coordinator of unavoidable absences. Activities are sponsored by
members of the MKS staff and participation is voluntary on the part of the student. Students who
remain after school for activities are to arrange for transportation to arrive in a timely manner at the
conclusion of the activity and must remain on campus until the parents or designated person picks
them up. Students are not to leave their club group and be located anywhere around the school. All
MKS behavior expectations are to be met during after school activities. Students with serious or major
behavior infractions or low/failing grades will not be allowed to attend extracurriculars; students will
be given a probation period to work on improving their behavior and/or grade. This includes ALL
sports and activities. 

High School Day
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Extra Curricular & After School Activities, Programs & Clubs Include:

National Honor Society
Student Council
INJAZ
MUN - Model United Nations
Math Club
Film Club
Chess Club
National Day UNESCO Competition
IB TOK Exhibition
IB CAS Fair
Green IMPACT (Environmental Project)
Journalism and Media Club
Life Skills Club
UNESCO Students Committee
Quran Club
The Future Club
Bahrain Annual Fine Art Exhibition
The Arts Club
Be Aware Club 
World Scholar's Cup
Future Doctors Program
Big Sister
Psychology Club
Pre-Medical Society
Friendship Club
Book Club
Friendship Club
Readers for Life
Band Club
War of the Worlds Debate
Dragon's Gazette 
Senior Committee 
Women's Empowerment Camp 
Crown Prince Scholarship Program

High School Day
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Academic Eligibility: A student must have a 2.0 overall GPA to participate.
Health Eligibility: A physical must be on file to allow a student to participate in athletic activities
and any health related concerns, such as asthma, must be communicated to the coach.
Behavior Eligibility: All student athletes are representatives of the school and must demonstrate
appropriate manners and self-discipline at all times. Students who have been suspended from
school for any reason may not participate in any activity. All school rules are  in effect at any
athletic activity at any venue. All athletes are expected to follow the coach’s instructions and act
respectful at all times.
Training Eligibility: Athletes are expected to be physically fit for participation in any athletic
activity. Practice is mandatory. It is the responsibility of the athlete to arrange transportation from
MKS after practice and games. The school will provide transportation to and from all matches.
Sportsmanship: Graciousness in winning or losing is a requirement. Rudeness to opponents even
when taunted is unacceptable behavior and will result in disciplinary action. All players are
expected to shake hands with opponents at the conclusion of matches and accept referee
decisions without acting out. Teams are expected to win or lose without boasting or blaming and to
continue persevering in spite of the score.
Attendance at School: A participant must be present in school on the day of the event to
participate in any extracurricular sports activity.

Athletics
 
High school students are required to participate in the MKS physical education program. The program
designed to enhance the physical, mental and social/emotional development of every student. All
middle and high school students have the opportunity to participate in sports programs outside the
regular curricular physical education program if they choose. MKS is a member of the Bahrain Private
School Sports League and competes in the following sports:. Bowling, basketball, football, fun runs,
badminton, hand ball, squash, table tennis, track and field, tennis and volleyball.

Participation in Student Athletics

The following criteria must be met for any MKS student to participate in any extracurricular sports
activity:
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Understands the responsibilities of being a representative of MKS in athletic events.
Agrees to follow the rules, regulations and policies in the MKS Handbook.
Agrees to follow the instructions of his/her coach at all times.
Understands that participation in student athletics is a privilege and that poor sportsmanship,
weak academic performance, or behavior problems may results in discipline by administration
and/or suspension from the sport. 
Parent or guardian agrees to participation of the student in athletic activities and will not hold the
school responsible for any injury that results from the student’s participation.  
Parent or guardian gives permission for the student to travel with the team, on transportation
provided by the school, to the event and back to school. All student athletes must travel on the
team transport to the event. However, a student may travel home from an event on other
transport only if the parent has provided written permission to the school or coach.
Parents are responsible for picking up their child on time after games and practices.

Modern Knowledge Schools
Kingdom of Bahrain

Student Athlete Policy Contract

Student’s Name ___________________________________________________________________ (please print)

CPR# ________________________________  Birth date (m/d/y) ___________________________ Grade ______

Sports: Boys/Girls_____________________________________________________

Circle age: Senior - Intermediate (under16 by August 31), Junior - (under 14 by August 31)

Please attach a copy of the CPR card.

The above named student

Student’s Signature _____________________________________________ Phone # ______________________________

Parent’s Signature _______________________________________________ Phone # ______________________________

Athletic Director Mr. Mohamed Saeed 
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Vomiting and/or diarrhea: A student with either of these problems should stay at home and return
to school only after being symptom free for 12 hours.
A temperature of 38c/100f and above: Even if the temperature has been reduced with medication
please keep your student at home until they have been 12 hours without a fever.
Conjunctivitis: Following a diagnosis of conjunctivitis (also known as “pink eye”),  a student may
return to school 12 hours after the first dose of prescribed medicine.
Common infectious diseases with rashes are most contagious in the early stages. A student with a
suspicious rash should return to school only after a doctor has made a diagnosis and the school
nurse has seen your student before returning to the classroom.
Many rashes are not contagious. If you are in any doubt please take your student to see the school
nurse before he/she attends class.
Bad Colds: Consider keeping your student at home if he/she is experiencing serious discomfort
from cold symptoms such as serious nasal congestion. A continuous green discharge from the
nose may be a sign of infection. 
Collection of a sick child: Please collect your student within 30mins, following a request call from a
member of the nursing team.  

MKS has a qualified staff on site at all times. They are always available to assist students who injure
themselves or are ill. The school should be informed immediately of any change in telephone numbers
to enable us to contact a parent or guardian in the event of sickness or accident. In the event of both
parents being out of the country an alternative contact number must be left with the school. 
  
When to Keep Your Child At Home:
A sick student cannot learn effectively and is unable to participate in classes in a meaningful way.
Keeping a sick student home prevents the spread of illness in the school community and allows your
child the opportunity to rest and recover. It is recommended to keep your student at home for the
following reasons:

Medications: If your student is taking any regular medications during school hours, (long or short term
basis), kindly give these medications off at the school clinic to be administered by our nursing staff to
your student. Students are not permitted to keep medications with the exception of personal inhalers
to prevent/treat asthma attacks and EpiPen's for students with life threatening allergies.



General Guidelines for Acceptable Use of Technology
 
(1) Students will have access to all available media and communication which is in support of
education and research as well as the educational goals and objectives of Modern Knowledge Schools
and the Ministry of Education in Bahrain.

(2) Students are responsible for their ethical and educational use of the technology resources.

(3) Access to technology resources is a privilege and not a right. Each student and/or parent will be
required to follow the General Guidelines for Acceptable Use of Technology Policy. 

(4) Transmission of any material that is in violation of any policies of the School or Ministry of
Education is prohibited. This includes, but is not limited to the following: 
confidential information, copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, computer viruses or
malware, live-streaming during school hours, and/or posting photos or videos on social media without
consent of those pictured and permission of school administration. 

(5) Any attempt to alter data, the configuration of a computer, or the files of another user, without the
consent of the individual, campus administrator, or technology administrator, will be considered an
act of vandalism and subject to disciplinary action.
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Do not go into chat rooms or send chain letters without permission. 
Do not open, use, or change computer files that do not belong to you. 
Do not reveal your full name, phone number, home address, social security number, credit card
numbers, password or passwords of other people. 
Remember that storage of files is not guaranteed to be private or confidential. 

Comply with trademark and copyright laws and all license agreements. If you are unsure, ask a
teacher, network administrator, or principal. Plagiarism is a violation of Modern Knowledge
Schools policy. Give credit to all sources used, whether quoted, paraphrased, or summarized. This
includes all forms of media on the Internet, such as graphics, movies, music, and text.
Use or possession of hacking software is strictly prohibited and violators will be subject to
disciplinary action. 

Always use appropriate language.
Do not transmit language/ material that is profane, obscene, abusive, threatening, or offensive to
others. 
Do not send mass emails, chain letters or spam. 
Students should maintain high integrity with regard to email and digital content. 
No private chatting during class without permission, then only on Hangouts.
Accessing social media, streaming sites, proxy sites, gaming platforms, and adult content for
purposes which are not directly related to instruction is strictly prohibited. 
K12 data is subject to inspection by the school Technology Director. 

The student in whose name a system account and/or computer hardware is issued will be
responsible at all times for its appropriate use. 
Non-compliance with the policies of the Technology Acceptable Use of Modern Knowledge
Schools Computers/Network Policy will result in disciplinary action.
Electronic mail, network usage, and all stored files shall not be considered confidential and may be
monitored at any time by the Technology department to ensure appropriate use.  
Violations may result in a loss of access to technology resources. Additional disciplinary action
may be determined at the building level in line with existing practice regarding inappropriate
language or behavior.

General Guidelines for Acceptable Use of Technology (continued)

Privacy and Safety:

Legal Propriety:

Digital Communication:
 

Consequences:
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At MKS we believe the main purpose of assessment is to enable students
to develop their full potential by knowing where they are in their

learning and knowing what they have to do in order to continue to
progress to the best of their ability.
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Teachers also need to be able to judge the standards that students are achieving compared to similar
schools locally, nationally, and internationally; and whether we are in line to meet targets set in the
school’s vision, mission and belief statement. Therefore, all students are entitled to assessments
which are used effectively in managing and supporting their learning in all subjects. 

Fair
Valid
Transparent
Reliable
Meaningful

We intend that every assessment is:

Students in the high school are evaluated by their teachers through a variety of assessments.
Teachers are encouraged to use a variety of assessment types, both formal and informal, and methods
to provide opportunity for all students to demonstrate their knowledge. 

PowerSchool is the primary reporting platform. All assessment data is stored on PowerSchool to help
inform parents of student progress. 

Rationale

Intentions

General Grading Practices



Develop their knowledge and understanding of the English language through purposeful use in
listening, speaking, reading, and writing 
Learn to speak, read, and write English developmentally, progressing across a continuum of skills in
each area 
Endeavor to express themselves confidently in English in a variety of situations 
Be given the opportunity to take part in instruction in multiple languages 
Be encouraged to seek and use resources in their first language as necessary to help in the
understanding of academic content 
Respect each other as valued members of the school community

It is the goal of MKS to prepare students for English-speaking universities and colleges. Therefore,
English is the language of instruction and communication throughout the school. When a student
insists on speaking a language other than English they are missing an opportunity to improve their
English language skills.

At MKS all students and staff should strive for inclusion – the use of a common language to
communicate and build understanding between all participants. At MKS, students are expected to
speak English in all classes except the Arabic language subjects of Arabic, Arabic Social Studies,
Bahrain Citizenship and Islamic Education. Recognizing that language usage contributes to cognitive
knowledge, students will:

American High School Diploma Graduation Requirements

MKS follows an American curricular program in Grades 9 to 12 that culminates in the awarding of the
American High School Diploma to students who have satisfactorily completed both the required and
elective courses.

Students are awarded credit units for satisfactorily completing courses throughout the year. Credit is
earned based upon the amount of time that a course meets in a year. A course that meets full time for
the entire year earns 1 credit for the student. A course that meets for the full year in rotation with
other subjects earns .5 credit for the student. A course that meets only one semester and not the full
year earns .5 credit for the student. In order to graduate from MKS a student is required to earn a
minimum of 26 credits according to the following distribution:
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Final Grade Calculation

The school year is divided into two semesters. Each semester is further divided into two quarters. At
the end of each semester there is a comprehensive examination in all core subjects. The semester
grade is calculated based on the two quarter grades as well as the semester examination grade as
shown in the diagram below.

Grades/Weight Alignment

American Diploma/ Advanced Placement (AP)
50% Summative 
50% Formative 

International Baccalaureate
50% Summative
50% Formative

Grade Level Promotion

Students are promoted to the next grade level if they have received passing marks and earned the
appropriate credit in their subjects. If a student receives a grade below 59% or F in a required
subject, the student must repeat the course in order to receive credit and be eligible to graduate at
the end of grade 12. If a student receives a grade below 59% or F in three or more core subjects for
the year, that student will not advance to the next grade level and must repeat the year.

Grade Point Average

A student’s GPA is calculated each term as marks are awarded in their different subjects. The
cumulative GPA is calculated on a semester basis and credit is awarded only at the end of each year.
Students who have transferred to MKS from other schools will have their transcripts evaluated and
credits awarded based upon passing marks awarded by the transferring school. A student’s GPA is
also converted to a percentage based upon a scale used at MKS to provide a realistic conversion of
the 4-point GPA scale to a percent.
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Grade Point Average

A grade point average (GPA) system is used on the report card and transcript to determine their
eligibility for the Honor Roll and school activities. A student’s GPA is calculated using a four point
scale based upon the letter grade achieved in each subject. The scale is as follows:
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High Honor Roll will consist of a GPA of 3.75 and above. This level must be maintained over the
course of each grading term. A student can drop below the threshold at any given point of their
attendance. 

ALL TRANSCRIPT REQUESTS ARE HANDLED BY THE UNIVERSITY COUNSELOR

A transcript is an official school document that lists your final grades for each class you take. This is
different from a report card, which lists your grades either by quarter, semester or year.

Typically, only seniors and some juniors will need a transcript. They are used to apply to universities
and for scholarships. If you think you might need a transcript, please see the University Counselor for
help.

If you are not yet applying to university or for scholarships, but want to calculate your GPA please use
the charts on the next three pages to help you.

To calculate your cumulative GPA, you will need your year-end report cards showing your final grades.

How is Cumulative GPA Calculated?

A common measure of a high school students' academic achievement is the grade point average
(GPA). Calculating GPA requires both grade information and course credit information.

(GPA*Credits) + (GPA* Credits) + (GPA*Credits) + (GPA*+Credits)
Total Number of Credits

= Accumulated GPA
Example: (4.0*8.5) + (3.8*8) + (3.9*8) + (3.5*8)

32.5
GPA= 3.8

The GPA represents the average number of grade points a student earns for each graded high school
course. Grade points are points awarded per successful course credit. Grade Point Averages (GPA) are
calculated by dividing the total number of Grade Points by the number of Credit Hours enrolled.

Criteria for Honor Roll

American Diploma Students, B Students (Full Diploma & Individual Courses)
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Course Selection is important for many reasons. Be sure you turn all forms in before the deadline, and
carefully consider which electives you need to achieve your academic goals. Don’t be afraid to
challenge yourself! If you’re interested in the Advanced Placement or IB program, discuss these
options with your teachers, University Counselor, AP Coordinator and IB Coordinator. 

Why Course Selection Matters:
 
Academic planning: the classes you take in high school may determine what you’re eligible to study
once you go to university. For example, if you want to study medicine, you will need to take physics. If
you want to study graphic design, you will need to take art. If you’re not sure which electives to take,
choose classes that interest you or in which you know you’ll be challenged but successful if you work
hard. You must have a minimum of 26 credits to graduate. 

Universities want to see that you challenge yourself. A student who takes difficult courses and earns a
few slightly lower grades is more impressive to them than a student who takes only the easiest
courses and earns straight-A’s. 

As a junior or senior, you are able to choose elective courses. Take subjects you enjoy! You can “play
to your strengths” and choose classes suited for your preferences 
Look through the four year plan, sample plans for different areas of study, and course descriptions to
choose the classes that are best for YOU to achieve your goals! Contact the University Counselor if
you have any questions or want individual advice. 

Scheduling Process

Students will complete the scheduling process through PowerSchool to properly register for classes.
Students will complete this process on a laptop or chromebook as it may not be available on a phone.
We will try to honor student’s elective requests but due to scheduling conflicts students may be
assigned a specific elective that fits better in their schedule. It is extremely important that students
complete their requests by the established deadline to ensure that students receive their schedules.
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Graduation Requirements: Minimum 26 credit units

Arabic: 4 credits                                  Science: 3 credits                English: 4 credits      
Social Studies: 3 credits                   Mathematics: 4 credits      Islamic Education: 1.75 credits   
World Language: 1 credit                 Fine Arts: 1 credit                 Arabic Social Studies: & Citizenship 1.5 
 Physical Education: 1.5 credits      Health: .5 credit                         

All students are offered a variety of electives in their high school which meets with their desired
career pathway and next phase of education.

Typical grade level course selections

Students are required to take certain subjects during specific years that they are in high school.
These required courses follow a progression of learning and provide the student with a thorough
breadth of knowledge and a good preparation for university studies. Note that Arabic, Arabic Social
Studies, and Islamic Education are required subjects for Arabic passport holders. Non-Arab passport
holders must select Arabic as a Foreign Language and choose another elective choice to complete
their course sections. All Muslim students must study Islamic Education either in Arabic or English.
The following are the common grade level subject lists. The following are the common grade level
subject lists: 

Students who excel in certain subjects and wish to challenge themselves academically have options
for Advanced Placement AP and/or admittance to our International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme. To express interest regarding these opportunities, students can talk to their subject
teachers or grade level counselor, who can refer them to the appropriate person for information.
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Sample Academic Plans

In this handbook there are samples of course selection plans for students who want to study business,
medicine, liberal arts (which includes political science, pre-law, etc.), or engineering. Use these
samples to help you choose electives in your junior and senior year.
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English

Four credits of English to include English 9, English 10, English 11, English 12 is required to earn an MKS
diploma.

English 9
Grade: 9 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: English 9 introduces students to a wide range of literature through a reader’s workshop
approach with an emphasis on exploration of genre - novel, non-fiction, poetry, drama, and short
stories, supplemented by song lyrics and visual art. A writer’s workshop approach is used when
teaching writing with writing assignments often evolving from the reading selections, both fiction and
non-fiction. Writing lessons will focus on research, different types of writing (informative, analytical,
and narrative), and the development of English language skills with an emphasis on grammar, usage
and mechanics. Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 8.

English 10
Grade: 10 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: English 10 students continue to develop their abilities in reading comprehension, writing,
literary analysis, grammar and usage, oral communication, and research. By examining a range of texts
(non-fiction, poetry, drama, novels, multimedia), students explore overarching themes, related issues,
including cultural differences, opposing arguments, moral dilemmas, historical context, and author's
purpose. Vocabulary study and grammar lessons are integrated into the study of literature and other
texts. Prerequisite: Successful completion of English 9.

Honors English 10
Grade: 10 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This course is designed to be an in-depth study of the standard correlating English
course. While some of the same texts may be studied in Honors as they are in standard English, the
depth of analysis and assessment is greatly elevated. There is also a selection of new and advanced
texts and variations of writing and speaking assessments. Students interested in this course should be
strong readers, have a mastery over grammar and spelling, as well as an appreciation of all forms of
English written texts(novels, plays, poetry, speeches, essays, etc.). Prerequisite: A minimum of B+
(87%) or higher in English 9. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth: Reading 6+. 

English 11
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: English 11 students explore modern American literature across genres. With a focus on
expanding students' writing skills by experimenting with several forms of writing, including
comparison/contrast, formal research, persuasive essays, [poetry, and narratives] with an emphasis
on tone and voice. Prerequisite: Successful completion of  English 10.
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English 12
Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: English 12 students build and refine their reading and writing skills, while looking ahead to
their future academic careers. Students will use advanced literary analysis skills to explore the course
themes through a variety of novels, poetry, essays, short stories, and graphic novels. Students will
also focus on response to texts in the form of expository, analytical, and narrative essays, with an
emphasis on research and analytical skills needed for college and career readiness. Prerequisite:
Successful completion of English 11.

Advanced Placement English Language
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP English Language and Composition is an introductory college-level composition
course. Students cultivate their understanding of writing and rhetorical arguments through reading,
analyzing, and writing texts as they explore topics like rhetorical situations, claims and evidence,
reasoning and organization, and style. A required Advanced Placement examination is given in May.
Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in English 10. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on
MAP Growth: Reading 6+. Required summer assignment and first day summative.

Advanced Placement English Literature
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP English Literature and Composition is an introductory college-level composition
course. Students cultivate their understanding of literature through reading and analyzing texts as
they explore concepts like character, setting, structure, perspective, figurative language, and literary
analysis in the context of literary works. A required Advanced Placement examination is given in May.
Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in English 11. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on
MAP Growth: Reading 6+. Required summer assignment and first day summative

Speech & Debate
Grade: 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This is a research and presentational based course. Students in this course will have
numerous opportunities to speak in front of their peers in both prepared and impromptu formats. The
course will firstly study and apply the communication process as it relates to the students’ lives and
academic experiences. Areas of concentration will include the ethics of communication,
presentational communication, rhetoric, propaganda, oral interpretation, interpersonal
communication which includes verbal and nonverbal communication, effective listening and speaking
skills. This will include and focus on individual and team debates of approved international and
national debate topics geared towards this level of academics. Prerequisite: Successful completion of
English 9.
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Mathematics
      
Four years (4.0 credits) of mathematics are required to earn an MKS diploma. Students follow the
sequence of Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and Pre-Calculus (or elective Math course). Elective
courses offered are Statistics and AP Statistics. 

Algebra I
Grade: 9 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Algebra I introduces fundamental topics of algebra including graphing and solving linear
equations. Students are being assessed on their level of understanding, not just on finding an answer.
To help students be more successful with future math classes, the students need to understand how
to get to a solution instead of just finding a solution itself. The course is designed to provide practice
developing essential skills and have students apply those skills to a variety of realistic problems.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Math 8.

Geometry
Grades: 10 - Credit: 1.0 ( year-long course)
Description: Geometry focuses on the application of theorems involving two and three-dimensional
figures. Students are challenged to think critically during each class period. Students develop their
ability to construct formal, logical arguments in geometric settings through multi-step problems.
Students will use visualizations, spatial reasoning, and geometric modeling to solve problems. Topics
of study include points, lines, and angles; triangles; right triangles; quadrilaterals and other polygons;
circles; coordinate geometry; three-dimensional solids and symmetry. Prerequisites: Successful
completion of Algebra 1. 
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Algebra II
Grades: 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Algebra II is designed to build on algebraic and geometric concepts. It develops advanced
algebra skills applied to exploration of functions and relations, advanced polynomials and polynomial
functions, imaginary and complex numbers, quadratic, exponential and logarithmic functions and
sequences, inequalities, graphs, matrices, probability and trigonometry. Prerequisites: Successful
completion of Geometry and Algebra 1. Advanced Track Prerequisites: A minimum of B+ (87%) or
higher in Algebra 1 and a percentile rank of 55 or higher on MAP Growth: Math 6+.

Precalculus
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The Precalculus course is designed to prepare students for Calculus, AP Calculus, and
other advanced level math courses. In this course all types of functions are studied in-depth,
advanced algebraic skills are enhanced, and circular trigonometric functions and their applications are
explored. Two-dimensional vectors and an introduction to limits and differentiation will also be
included as a part of the course. Students will expand on their technological skills with frequent use of
the TI-Nspire CX graphing Calculator. This course will include the study of analytical geometry, logic
fields, vector spaces, matrices, relations, functions and methods of proof. Students will study the use
of derivatives and integrals. Prerequisite: Successful completion of  Algebra 2. Advanced Track
Prerequisites: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Algebra 2 and Geometry and a percentile rank of 55
or higher on MAP Growth: Math 6+.

Statistics
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This course is designed to provide a basic understanding of descriptive and inferential
statistics. Topics include the measures of central tendency, standard deviation, combinations and
permutations, probability, sampling, and various distributions. Emphasis is on applications of
statistical concepts. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra 2. Advanced Track Prerequisites: A
minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Algebra 2 and Geometry and a percentile rank of 55 or higher on MAP
Growth: Math 6+.

Advanced Placement Statistics
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Statistics is an introductory college-level statistics course that introduces students to
the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students
cultivate their understanding of statistics using technology, investigations, problem solving, and
writing as they explore concepts like variation and distribution; patterns and uncertainty; and data-
based predictions, decisions, and conclusions. A required Advanced Placement examination is given in
May. Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Algebra 2. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on
MAP Growth in Math 6+. Required summer assignment and first day summative.
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Science

Three years (3.0 credits) of Science is required to earn an MKS diploma. Students follow the sequence
of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Elective courses offered are AP Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Physics 1
and Environmental Science.

Biology  
Grades: 9 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This grade level course encourages students to think like scientist by participating in an
active learning environment.They perform inquiry-based discovery through case studies data analysis
and labs.Through each lesson, students learn about real-life issues in their community and take steps
to solve them, guide students as they make predictions, perform  experiments, present data and argue
their points. Prerequisites: Successful completion of grade 8 Science. 

Chemistry
Grades: 10 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This laboratory course covers basic chemistry concepts that help students understand
how the universe works at the micro-level. Students will learn about chemical and physical properties,
atomic structure, periodicity, bonding, chemical reactions, the Mole, stoichiometry, solutions, and
kinetic molecular theory while learning the skills of science and engineering. Class discussions, hands-
on activities, group projects and laboratory work are an integral part of this course. Prerequisites:
Successful completion of  Biology.
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Physics
Grades: 10, 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The following topics will be studied during the the entire course: Measurements, models
and vectors, Electric charge and electric current, Magnetism and magnetic fields, Nuclear and high
energy physics, Waves, Origin of the universe and stellar evolution, Motion along a straight line(
kinematics ), Energy, work and power, Newton’s laws of motion and Temperature and Thermal energy.
Prerequisites: Grade 11- Successful completion of Chemistry. Grade 10 - A minimum of B+ (87%) or
higher in Biology and Algebra 1. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth in Math 6+.

Environmental Science 
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Environmental Science is an interdisciplinary course that integrates biology, earth
science, chemistry, and other disciplines. Students enrolled in this course conduct in-depth scientific
studies of ecosystems, population dynamics, resource management, and environmental
consequences of natural and anthropogenic processes with an emphasis on Bahrain. This course will
survey many environmental science topics at an introductory level while considering the
sustainability of human activities on the planet. Prerequisites: Successful completion of  Biology and
Chemistry.

Health 9, Health 12
Grades: 9 and 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Comprehensive health education provides the opportunity to develop skills for daily
living and prepares individuals for their future. Emphasize health as a value in life and to enhance
critical thinking, decision-making, problem solving, and behavioral skills. This course assists students
in acquiring knowledge/skill necessary to become independent adults and achieve optimum
health.Prerequisite: None.

Advanced Placement Biology
Grades: 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Biology is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their
understanding of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics like evolution,
energetics, information storage and transfer, and system interactions. A required Advanced
Placement examination is given in May. Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Biology and
Algebra 1. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth in both Reading 6+ and Math 6+.
Required summer assignment and first day summative.
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Advanced Placement Chemistry
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Chemistry is an introductory college-level chemistry course. Students cultivate their
understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based lab investigations as they explore the four Big
Ideas: scale, proportion, and quantity; structure and properties of substances; transformations; and
energy. A required Advanced Placement examination is given in May. Prerequisites: A minimum of B+
(87%) or higher in Chemistry and either a minimum of B+ (87) or higher in Algebra 2 or a minimum of A
(93%) or higher in Algebra 1. Required summer assignment. A MAP percentile score of 55 or higher in
both Reading 6+ and Mathematics 6+.. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth in both
Reading 6+ and Math 6+. Required summer assignment and first day summative.

Advanced Placement Physics 1
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1​.​0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Physics 1 is an introductory college-level course that is equivalent to a first semester
introductory Algebra-based college Physics course. Topics include kinematics, force, energy,
momentum, circular motion, and an introduction to electrical circuits. The curriculum stresses a deep
conceptual knowledge of these topics and focuses on science inquiry. A required Advanced
Placement examination is given in May. Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Algebra 2. A
percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth in both Reading 6+ and Math 6+. Required summer
assignment and first day summative.
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Ancient World History
Grades: 9 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Ancient World History is designed to enhance the development of social studies skills  via
intellectual discourse and study of prehistoric peoples, ancient civilizations (Egypt,  Mesopotamia,
India, China, and America), classical civilizations, the medieval era, and introduction to  the
Renaissance. Students will improve map and geography skills. Study skills, reading and writing
techniques will be built upon. Critical thinking skills will also be encouraged and expected. This is  the
first half of a two year course. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of grade 8 History.

Modern World History
Grade: 10 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Modern World History is designed to examine history of the world from the Age of
Enlightenment  to the modern day. Emphasis is placed on themes and ideologies which have affected
history – liberalism, nationalism, democracy; the role of revolution as an instrument of change (the
American,  French and Russian revolutions); the role of war as instrument of change (Napoleonic, WWI,  
WWII); the impact upon history of the changing nature of technology (Industrial Revolution, Microchip
Revolution); the changing nature of science, culture, and the arts; and the process of  globalization. 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Ancient World History.

US History
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: United States history is designed for students to understand and evaluate the
changes(Political, economical, socio-cultural) of the American society and continent at large and her
involvement in shaping  the global societies of today. It dates back from the 70’s (the cultural roots of
America’s origins ) to America in the 21st Century today. Emphasis on Reconstruction, Civil rights and
reforms, The Wars and America today.
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of  US  History

Introduction to Business
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: An introductory business course that provides the framework for all future business 
 courses. This core course acquaints students with economics, entrepreneurship, management, 
 marketing, law, risk management, banking, personal finance, and careers in business. The  importance
and application of business etiquette and ethics are included.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of two credits of Social Sciences. 
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Economics
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Economics is the social studies course that examines the allocation of scarce resources
and their alternative uses for satisfying human wants. This course analyzes the economic reasoning
used as consumers, producers, savers, investors, workers, voters, and government agencies make
decisions. Key elements of the course include a study of scarcity and economic reasoning, supply and
demand, market structures, the role of government, national income determination, money and the
role of financial institutions, economic stabilization, and trade. Prerequisite: Successful completion of
two credits of Social Sciences. 

Advanced Placement Economics
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Economics is an introductory college-level introduction to Microeconomics and
Macroeconomics course. Major topics include supply & demand, profit, taxes, economic growth,
government fiscal and monetary policy, and international economics. A required Advanced Placement
examination is given in May. Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Algebra 2 or Economics.
A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth in Math 6+. Required summer assignment and first
day summative.

Sociology
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Sociology provides opportunities for students to study human social behavior from a
group perspective. The sociological perspective is a distinct method of studying recurring patterns in
people’s attitudes and actions and how these patterns vary across time, among cultures, and in social
groups. Students will describe the development of sociology as a social science and identify methods
and strategies of research. Students examine society, group behavior, and social structures through
research methods using scientific inquiry. The influence of culture on group behavior is addressed
through areas of content including social institutions such as the family, religion, education,
economics, government, community organizations, and political and social groups. Prerequisite:
Successful completion of two credits of Social Sciences. 

Psychology
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Students are introduced to the field of psychology and acquaints them with the major
concepts and terminology of the discipline. The subject matter includes the traditional areas of
psychology, gathering data on causes and correlates of behavior, key figures in psychology and their
theories and using psychological knowledge to improve the quality of our lives.  
Prerequisite: Successful completion of two credits of Social Sciences. 
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Advanced Placement Psychology
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Psychology is an introductory college-level psychology course. Students cultivate
their understanding of the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental processes
through inquiry-based investigations as they explore concepts like the biological bases of behavior,
sensation and perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and
individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. A required Advanced
Placement examination is given in May. Prerequisite: A minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Psychology or
Sociology or a minimum of 93% Biology/English 10. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP
Growth in Reading 6+. A summer assignment and first day summative.

Global Studies
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Global Studies provides students with studies of specific historical eras, events, or
concepts. The development of historical research skills using primary and secondary sources is
emphasized. The course focuses on one or more topics or themes related to current worldwide events
for Grade 12 students. Prerequisite: Successful completion of two credits of Social Sciences.

Entrepreneurship
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Entrepreneurship is a specialized business course designed to enable students to acquire
the knowledge and develop the skills needed to effectively organize, develop, create, and manage
their own business. Topics addressed include the assessment of entrepreneurial skills, the importance
of business ethics, and the role of entrepreneurs in a free enterprise system. Students will develop a
written business plan for a business of their choice. Prerequisite: Successful completion of two credits
of Social Sciences.
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French 
 
Two years (2.0 credits) of French is required to earn an MKS diploma.

French 1
Grade: 9 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This course has been specifically designed to acquaint high school students, who have
not yet received any formal instruction in the French language, with the fundamental aspects of
French. The course is primarily focused on imparting basic communication skills in French, enabling
students to read and comprehend certain types of text, as well as develop the ability to write both
conversational and narrative compositions in a simplistic yet creative manner. In order to reinforce
the students' proficiency in listening and speaking, the curriculum emphasizes various listening and
speaking exercises, complemented by reading and writing tasks. Grammar is integrated into context-
based learning, and is later explained using appropriate grammatical terminology. Furthermore, the
course also provides students with a glimpse into French culture, geography, and history, both in
France and the French-speaking world. This course has been structured to prepare students for High
School French II.
Prerequisite: None

French 2
Grades: 10 - Credit: 1.0 ( year-long course)
Description: This course provides a comprehensive extension of the four fundamental French
language skills - listening, speaking, reading, and writing - developed in French I, with an unwavering
focus on utilizing the language in an engaging and meaningful manner. The second year of study
further advances the introduction of the key grammatical structures and tenses of French, in addition
to broadening the foundational vocabulary. The reading program, integrated into the course
curriculum, plays a pivotal role in reinforcing these structures and vocabulary, as well as fostering
comprehension skills. Another key objective of the course is to foster familiarity with various aspects
of French culture, both within France and other Francophone countries. This encompasses a wide
range of cultural facets, including but not limited to, history, customs, traditions, and art. Prerequisite:
Successful completion of French 1
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Fine Arts 
 
One year (1.0 credits) of Fine Arts is required to earn an MKS diploma.

Studio Art
Grade: 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The Studio Art course is designed for students who exhibit a talent or interest in two
dimensional designs. The course consists of introduction to the elements and principles of design,
which include the vocabulary of the artist. Particular emphasis is put on representational and abstract
composition used to describe shape, structure, and space. Other design issues focus on applying the
elements through pattern, texture, rhythm, balance, gravity, line, and the illusion of three dimensional
effects on two dimensional surfaces. Color principles, the interaction of color and design are closely
examined. Students in this course will be introduced in depth to the work of great artists in history.
Students will use a variety of media, which include: acrylic paint, linoleum and block print, monoprint,
batik on cloth, pastels, pen and ink. Students take a midyear examination and complete a project for
the second semester. Students are also expected to complete pieces appropriate for the yearly art
exhibition. Prerequisite: None 

Applied Art

Grade: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 ( year-long course)
Description: In applied art students should learn the basics of drawing and shading, and they learn
how to apply the 2 dimensional techniques to different types of materials such as copper etching,
glass, pottery, watercolor surfaces, and sculpture. Applied art also involves a section in animation,
learning how to create animated characters and how they move in space. Students in this course are
expected to take a midterm examination and complete a final project for the second semester.
Prerequisite: None
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Fine Arts 
 
One year (1.0 credits) of Fine Arts is required to earn an MKS diploma.

Advanced Art
Grade: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Advanced Art offers students who are seriously interested an opportunity to work
independently and explore their artistic ideas and vision. Students not taking the IB certificate courses
in art can take this one-year course which covers advanced techniques in both 2 and 3 dimensional
art. They will look to the work of other artists historically to develop their own style and approach to
the practice while being exposed to a wide variety of media. As advanced students they will have the
opportunity to use their knowledge of art to explore alternate ways of handling the materials as well as
new techniques to help their creative development. Students in this course are required to produce a
portfolio, created throughout the year, documenting their processes and experimentation.
Prerequisite: Advanced art is open to students who have previously completed a one year course in
art and maintained at least a B average.

Music
Grade: 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This course is open to all students of all musical backgrounds. The course covers all
aspects of music including ear training, notation, keys, scales, chords, composition and analysis.
Prerequisite: None

Theater
Grade: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: This course touches several aspects of theater and public speaking on an introduction
level. Students learn the basics of interpersonal, intercultural communication and public speaking to
include voice and articulation as well as research, organization writing and delivering a public speech.
Relating to theater, the students will learn how to become knowledgeable and critical audience
members. Genres, writers as well as plays will be studied and analyzed. It introduces the students to
theater and develops an appreciation and understanding of the various factors that make up live
theater performance; to include its history, dramatic works, stage techniques, production procedure
and its relationship to the performing and fine arts. The course will require students to work on the
foundations of pantomime, improvisation and storytelling. Prerequisite: None
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Physical Education
 
One year (1.5 credits) of Physical Education is required to earn an MKS diploma.

Physical Education - Girls
Grades: 9, 10 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description:  This course will focus on developing students' knowledge of and competency in motor
skills, movement patterns, and strategies essential to perform a variety of physical activities. These
activities will include but not limited to volleyball, football (soccer), basketball, table tennis and
badminton. Prerequisite: None

Physical Education - Girls
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Students will engage in a variety of sports including, but not limited to volleyball, football
(soccer), basketball, table tennis and badminton. Students will gain an appreciation and knowledge of
a variety of sports, to practice the physical skills required by the sport, to demonstrate good
sportsmanship and teamwork and to engage in and gain competency in physical activity. Prerequisite:
Passing grade in Physical Education 9.

Physical Education - Boys
Grades: 9, 10 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: This course will focus on developing students' knowledge of and competency in motor
skills, movement patterns, and strategies essential to perform a variety of physical activities. These
activities will include but not limited to volleyball, football (soccer), basketball, table tennis and
badminton. Prerequisite: None

Physical Education - Boys
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Students will engage in a variety of sports including, but not limited to volleyball, football
(soccer), basketball, table tennis and badminton. Students will gain an appreciation and knowledge of
a variety of sports, to practice the physical skills required by the sport, to demonstrate good
sportsmanship and teamwork and to engage in and gain competency in physical activity. Prerequisite:
None. Prerequisite: Passing grade in Physical Education 9.

M K S  H i g h  S c h o o l  P a r e n t  H a n d b o o k  -  3 8

 A
m

er
ica

n 
Di

pl
om

a 
Co

ur
se

s
Physical Education



Technology 
 
One years (1.0 credits) of Technology is required to earn an MKS diploma.

Technology
Grade: 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description:  The Studio Art course is designed for students who exhibit a talent or interest in two 
 dimensional designs. The course consists of introduction to the elements and principles of design,
which include the vocabulary of the artist. Particular emphasis is put on representational and abstract  
composition used to describe shape, structure, and space. Other design issues focus on applying the 
 elements through pattern, texture, rhythm, balance, gravity, line, and the illusion of three dimensional
effects on two dimensional surfaces. Color principles, the interaction of color and  design are closely
examined. Students in this course will be introduced in depth to the work of great  artists in history.
Students will use a variety of media, which include: acrylic paint, linoleum and  block print, monoprint,
batik on cloth, pastels, pen and ink. Students take a midyear examination  and complete a project for
the second semester. Students are also expected to complete pieces  appropriate for the yearly art
exhibition. Prerequisite: None 

Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Computer Science Principles is an introductory college-level computing course that
introduces students to the breadth of the field of computer science. Students learn to design and
evaluate solutions and to apply computer science to solve problems through the development of
algorithms and programs. They incorporate abstraction into programs and use data to discover new
knowledge. Students also explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the
internet—work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is
collaborative and ethical. A required Advanced Placement examination is given in May. Prerequisite: A
minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in Algebra 2. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on MAP Growth in
Math 6+. Required summer assignment and first day summative.

Advanced Placement Computer Science A
Grades: 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AP Computer Science Principles is an introductory college-level computing course that
introduces students to the breadth of the field of computer science. Students learn to design and
evaluate solutions and to apply computer science to solve problems through the development of
algorithms and programs. They incorporate abstraction into programs and use data to discover new
knowledge. Students also explain how computing innovations and computing systems—including the
internet—work, explore their potential impacts, and contribute to a computing culture that is
collaborative and ethical. A required Advanced Placement examination is given in May. Prerequisite: A
minimum of B+ (87%) or higher in both English 10 and Algebra 2. A percentile ranking of 55 or higher on
MAP Growth in Math 6+. Required summer assignment and first day summative.
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Arabic 9
Grade: 9 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Arabic 9 course is designed to develop the four language skills (reading, writing, listening
and speaking) through a range of national and regional culture as students read more about Arabic and
Bahraini heritage. While students are developing their speaking and writing particularly personal
letters, they develop their understanding of grammar, usage and mechanisms. Prerequisite:
Successful completion of Arabic 8.

Arabic 10
Grades: 10 - Credit: 1.0 ( year-long course)
Description: Arabic 10 students explore the main linguistic skills. They read a wide range of literature
with an emphasis on genre - poetry, short stories and informational texts. They develop a taste for
figurative speech in classical Arabic for famous Arabic poets and writers. There will be a focus on
grammar in some details looking at nominal and verbal sentence structures in addition to types of
verbs and derivatives. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Arabic 9.

Arabic 11
Grades: 11- Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Arabic 11 course aims at enhancing the main language skills for students with a focus
on reading and several forms of writing. Grade 11 students explore a range of topics for
comprehension and writing. A significant proportion is allocated for persuasive text types. Main
examples include a text about apology and another about nationalism. Vocabulary usage and a range
of figures of speech are explored at depth such as metaphors and similes. Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Arabic 10.

Arabic 12
Grades: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Arabic 12 students build and refine their reading and writing skills while taking this
graduating course in their senior year. They will use advanced literary analysis skills to explore a
range of poems such as Realism and Romance. The Bahraini literature will be of particular note as
Bahraini poems will be under study. In addition, students will look at opinion journalism features
and types with an emphasis on research and analytical skills. Prerequisite: Successful completion of
Arabic 11.

Arabic as a Foreign Language (AFL)
Grades: 9. 10, 11, 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: AFL is designed for students who are learning Arabic as a foreign language. See course
descriptions above. This course is taught in English.  Prerequisite: Successful completion of previous
Arabic classes.
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Islamic Education 9
Grade: 9 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Islamic Education 9 students complete the foundations in the five domains in Islamic
education. In the Holy Qur’an Domain they further develop their recitation skills and differentiate
between Makki and Madani Souras. In the Faith Domain, they focus on after life and heaven. In the
Rituals Domain, they focus on Zakat and Hajj. They complete the final years of the life of Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH) in the Seera Domain. Finally, they learn about features of virtue and Islamic dress
code in the Manners Domain. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Islamic
Education 8.

Islamic Education 10
Grade: 10 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Islamic Education 10 course is designed to be an in-depth study of both the Faith Domain
and Manners Domain. In the Faith Domain, the course focuses on beliefs of God, his angels, holy
books, messengers, judgment day and fate. In the Manners Domain, the course focuses on volunteer
work, tolerance, co-living, and how best to handle rumors and different opinions. Prerequisite:
Successful completion of Islamic Education 9.

Islamic Education 11
Grade: 11 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Islamic Education 11 course is designed to be an in-depth study of both the Rituals
Domain and Holy Qur’an Domain. In the Rituals Domain, the course focuses on Fiqh Al-Osra (Family
and Relationship Regulations) such as relations between men and women, pre-marital relations,
marriage, divorce and rights of a husband, wife, parents, sons and daughters in the Holy Qur’an
Domain, the course focuses on recitation and interpretation of the Holy Qur’an, and how Sunnah
(words and actions of Prophet Mohammed PBUH) are documented, and the companions of Prophet
Mohammed PBUH. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Islamic Education 10.

Islamic Education 12
Grade: 12 - Credit: .25 (semester-long course)
Description: Students in Islamic Education 12 further develop their knowledge and understanding
about the expected social behavior from an Islamic view. They learn about valued behaviors in Islam
such as honesty and keeping in touch with relatives and behaviors to avoid such as envy and cheating.
They also cover a range of expected Islamic manners with neighbors. Prerequisite: Successful
completion of Islamic Education 11.

Islamic Education 9, 10, 11, 12 (English)
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: See course descriptions above, This course is taught in English. Prerequisite: Successful
completion of the previous Islamic education class.
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Arabic Social Studies & Citizenship 9

Grade: 9 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Arabic Social Studies 9 students focus on the geography of Bahrain, its main
natural resources such as water and oil. They learn about the main national services provided by the
government such as health, education and housing. The course covers the climate, population and
surface nature of continents such as Europe and Americas. It also touches briefly on the modern
history of the world and Arabs. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Arabic Social Studies 8.

Arabic Social Studies & Citizenship 10

Grades: 10 - Credit: .50 (year-long course)
Description: Arabic Social Studies 10 students learn a number of economical topics from a
geographic perspective. This course is divided into two sections: The first section focus on the main
economical sectors and activities explaining their roles in developing the economy. The second
section demonstrates economical models adopted by some developed and developing countries
focusing on success areas and weakness areas. It talks about their impact on the region and
internationally.Prerequisite: Successful completion of Arabic Social Studies 9.

Bahrain Citizenship 11
Grade: 11 - Credit: .25 (semester-long course)
Description: Citizenship 11 students learn about the laws and legislations in Bahrain as a tool for
justice and human development especially for women, children, students with disabilities and
senior people. It also tackles the dimensions of the Bahraini vision for citizenships in its legal
dimension and social dimension. Finally, the concepts of regional and global citizenship.
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Citizenship 10.

Bahrain Citizenship 12
Grades: 12 - Credit: .25 (semester-long course)
Description: Citizenship 12 students learn about peaceful co living and the non violence approaches to
address conflicts and international disputes. It also covers the international community organizations
and their role in international cooperation. Finally, they learn about the role of the Kingdom of Bahrain
and participation in global issues. Prerequisite: Successful completion of Citizenship 11.
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The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program (AP) enables willing and academically prepared
students to pursue college-level studies with the opportunity to earn college credit, advanced
placement or both while still in high school. AP Exams are given each year in May. Students who take
AP courses send a signal to colleges that they’re serious about their education and that they’re willing
to challenge themselves with rigorous course work. 

Advanced Placement Courses Offered 
Advanced Placement Biology 
Advanced Placement Chemistry 
Advanced Placement Physics 1 
Advanced Placement Psychology 
Advanced Placement English Language 
Advanced Placement English Literature 
Advanced Placement Economics 
Advanced Placement Statistics 
Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles 
Advanced Placement Computer Science A 

AP Exams 

When a student is enrolled in an AP course, it is required that they will take the subsequent
CollegeBoard exam in May. CollegeBoard exams consist of a multiple choice and writing portion.  AP
exam fees are below and should be paid directly to the Finance Office. 

AP Exam International Costs = 48BHD + Shipping Costs: 4 BHD
Total: 52 BHD per exam

Score 5 = Extremely well qualified
Score 4 = Well qualified
Score 3 = Qualified
Score 2 = Possibly qualified
Score 1 = No recommendation
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The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young
people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding
and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to
develop challenging Programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These Programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

 

IB Mission Statement
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 Overview

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) is a rigorous, pre-university course of
studies, designed to meet the needs of highly motivated, High School students, and promote
international understanding. The effectiveness of the IBDP is not only due to the depth of the
individual courses, but also to the comprehensive nature of the Programme as a whole. Unlike other
honors programmes, the IBDP requires each student to take courses in six academic areas. To qualify
for the IB Diploma, students must take examinations in six subject areas, participate in the Creativity,
Activity, and Service (CAS) Programme, and write an extended essay (EE) during Grade 11 and 12. The
Diploma candidate must also take a unique course known as Theory of Knowledge (TOK). In this
course, students explore the connections and similarities between the various subjects, learn to think,
and apply interrelated concepts. Many students earning the IB Diploma are awarded advanced college
credits at prestigious universities around the world. Many highly competitive colleges and universities
recognize the IB Diploma for admissions and/or advanced standing. 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme is a two-year program. Upon successfully
completing all classwork and external examinations, the International Baccalaureate Organization
(IBO) will award the IB Diploma. Students enrolled in the IB Diploma program also earn the American
Diploma.

The IB Diploma consists of six subjects plus the core (TOK, CAS and EE). Students may also take IB
examinations and receive certificates in single subjects. Universities have independent policies on
recognizing certificates for credit, but generally recognize scores of 4 on higher level exam certificates
and 3 standard level exam certificates. The decision of whether to pursue the full diploma or a
combination of IB Diploma Courses and American Diploma courses is one that should be discussed
with your counselor, your teachers, your parents, and the IB Coordinator.

Admission Requirements

In order to be admitted into the IB program, the minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) is
3.70 for grade 10 plus a MAP percentile ranking of 55 or higher in Reading and Math which translates
into approximate minimum Reading scores of RIT 226 and Math scores of RIT 238. Students interested
to apply can click on the Application link. Once the application link is open, please make a copy,
complete and share the google document with Mr. Jude Katumba, IB Coordinator at
judekatumba@mkschoolsbh.com.

International Baccalaureate

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LR0nuncPYVBxGAhemqXbsYAMHBC7039cn0o2CDwobas/edit?usp=sharing
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English A Literature (SL/HL) and Arabic A Lang & Lit (SL/HL)
English Language and Literature (SL/HL)

French B* (SL/HL) and ab initio (SL)
Arabic B *(SL/HL) 

Environmental Systems and Societies (SL) 
History (SL/HL)
IB Business and Management (SL/HL), 
IB Digital societies (SL/HL)

Biology(SL/HL)
Chemistry(SL/HL)  
Physics(SL/HL)
Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)

IB Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches SL and HL
IB Mathematics: Application and Interpretation SL and HL

Visual Arts

The Six Subject Choices - subject to change, based on demand. (These courses are open to all
students meeting prerequisites and can be taken individually or as part of an IB Diploma.) 

Students choosing the full diploma must select one course from Groups 1 to 5 and a sixth choice
from Groups 1 to 4 or Group 6. Diploma students choose three Higher Level (HL) and three Standard
Level (SL) subjects. In the Diploma Programme Courses, formerly called Certificates, students can
choose any number and any combination of courses. These will be taught in combination with
Extended Essay (EE), Theory of Knowledge (ToK) and CAS for full diploma courses

Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature

Group 2: Language acquisition

Group 3: Individuals and Societies 

Group 4: Experimental Sciences 

Group 5: Mathematics (one of the following is required) 

Group 6: Arts (or a second choice from Groups 1-4) 

International Baccalaureate
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IB English A Literature (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Literature course develops understanding of the techniques involved in literary
criticism and promotes the ability to form independent literary judgments. In language A: literature,
the formal analysis of texts and wide coverage of a variety of literature—both in the language of the
subject and in translated texts from other cultural domains—is combined with a study of the way
literary conventions shape responses to texts.      

IB English A Language and Literature (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The aims of studies in language and literature courses are to enable students to: z
engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different periods, styles and
cultures z develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting and performing
z develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation z develop sensitivity to the formal and
aesthetic qualities of texts and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and
open up multiple meanings

IB Arabic A Lang & Lit (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The aims of studies in language and literature courses are to enable students to: z
engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different periods, styles and
cultures z develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting and performing
develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation develop sensitivity to the formal and
aesthetic qualities of texts and an appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and
open up multiple meanings.

IB French ab initio (SL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: French ab initio course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills and
intercultural understanding to enable them to communicate successfully in an environment where
the language studied is spoken. This process encourages the learner to go beyond the confines of
the classroom, expanding an awareness of the world and fostering respect for cultural diversity.
The language ab initio course develops students’ linguistic abilities through the development of
receptive, productive and interactive skills by providing them opportunities to respond and
interact appropriately in a defined range of everyday situations. Language ab initio is available at
standard level only.

Courses
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IB Arabic B (SL/HL) 
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Arabic B enables students to understand and use the language they have studied in a
range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. It encourages, through the study of texts and social
interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other
cultures. Develops students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge.
Develops students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they
are familiar. Providing students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an
additional language provides the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation
through knowledge of an additional language.

IB Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: ESS is firmly grounded in both a scientific exploration of environmental systems in their
structure and function, and in the exploration of cultural, economic, ethical, political and social
interactions of societies with the environment. As a result of studying this course, students will
become equipped with the ability to recognize and evaluate the impact of our complex system of
societies on the natural world. The interdisciplinary nature of the DP course requires a broad skill set
from students, including the ability to perform research and investigations, participation in
philosophical discussion and problem-solving. The course requires a systems approach to
environmental understanding and promotes holistic thinking about environmental issues. Teachers
explicitly teach thinking and research skills such as comprehension, text analysis, knowledge transfer
and use of primary sources. They encourage students to develop solutions at the personal,
community and global levels. 

IB History (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The DP history course is a world history course based on a comparative and multi-
perspective approach to history. It involves the study of a variety of types of history, including
political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a balance of structure and flexibility. The course
emphasizes the importance of encouraging students to think historically and to develop historical
skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a premium on developing the skills of critical
thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. In this way, the
course involves a challenging and demanding critical exploration of the past. Teachers explicitly teach
thinking and research skills such as comprehension, text analysis, transfer, and use of primary sources.
There are six key concepts that have particular prominence throughout the DP history course: change,
continuity, causation, consequence, significance and perspectives

Courses
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IB Business and Management (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The business management course is designed to develop students’ knowledge and
understanding of business management theories, as well as their ability to apply a range of tools
and techniques. Students learn to analyze, discuss and evaluate business activities at local,
national and international levels. The course covers a range of organizations from all sectors, as
well as the sociocultural and economic contexts in which those organizations operate. The course
covers the key characteristics of business organization and environment, and the business
functions of human resource management, finance and accounts, marketing and operations
management. Through the exploration of six underpinning concepts (change, culture, ethics,
globalization, innovation and strategy), the course allows students to develop a holistic
understanding of today’s complex and dynamic business environment. The conceptual learning is
firmly anchored in business management theories, tools and techniques and placed in the context
of real world examples and case studies. The course encourages the appreciation of ethical
concerns, at both a local and global level. It aims to develop relevant and transferable skills,
including the ability to: think critically; make ethically sound and well-informed decisions;
appreciate the pace, nature and significance of change; think strategically; and undertake long
term planning, analysis and evaluation. The course also develops subject-specific skills, such as
financial analysis.

IB Digital societies (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The IB Digital Society (DS) is an interdisciplinary course within the individuals and
societies subject group. The course is designed for young people interested in exploring the
impact and importance of digital systems and technologies in the contemporary world. Digital
society is intended to appeal to a broad range of teachers in the social studies, media, humanities,
IT and related subject areas. It explores the advantages and disadvantages of the access and use
of digitized information at the local and global level. DS provides a framework for the student to
make informed judgments and decisions about the use of IT within social contexts.

IB Biology(SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Biology is the study of life. The vast diversity of species makes biology both an
endless source of fascination and a considerable challenge. Biologists attempt to understand the
living world at all levels from the micro to the macro using many different approaches and
techniques. Biology is still a young science and great progress is expected in the 21st century. This
progress is important at a time of growing pressure on the human population and the
environment. By studying biology in the DP students should become aware of how scientists work
and communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of
forms, it is the emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work that characterizes
the sciences. Teachers provide students with opportunities to design investigations, collect data,
develop manipulative skills, analyze results, collaborate with peers and evaluate and
communicate their findings.

Courses
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IB Physics (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences as it seeks to explain the
universe itself, from the very smallest particles to the vast distances between galaxies. Despite the
exciting and extraordinary development of ideas throughout the history of physics, observations
remain essential to the very core of the subject. Models are developed to try to understand
observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to explain the observations.
Besides helping us better understand the natural world, physics gives us the ability to alter our
environments. This raises the issue of the impact of physics on society, the moral and ethical
dilemmas, and the social, economic and environmental implications of the work of physicists. By
studying physics students should become aware of how scientists work and communicate with each
other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, it is the emphasis on a practical
approach through experimental work that characterizes the subject. Teachers provide students with
opportunities to develop manipulative skills, design investigations, collect data, analyze results and
evaluate and communicate their findings.

IB Chemistry (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition
of practical and investigational skills. Chemical principles underpin both the physical environment in
which we live and all biological systems. Chemistry is often a prerequisite for many other courses in
higher education, such as medicine, biological science and environmental science. Both theory and
practical work should be undertaken by all students as they complement one another naturally, both
in school and in the wider scientific community. The DP chemistry course allows students to develop a
wide range of practical skills and to increase facility in the use of mathematics. It also allows students
to develop interpersonal and information technology skills, which are essential to life in the 21st
century. By studying chemistry students should become aware of how scientists work and
communicate with each other. While the scientific method may take on a wide variety of forms, it is
the emphasis on a practical approach through experimental work that characterizes the subject.
Teachers provide students with opportunities to develop manipulative skills, design investigations,
collect data, analyze results and evaluate and communicate their findings. 

Courses
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IB Mathematics: Analysis and Approaches (SL and HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Mathematics for describing our world, modeling and solving practical problems using the
power of technology. Students who take Mathematics.Students are also encouraged to appreciate the
international dimensions of mathematics and the multiplicity of its cultural and historical
perspectives.The Analysis and Approaches course is designed for students who wish to study
mathematics as a subject in its own right or to pursue their interests in areas related to mathematics.
It will appeal to students who are interested in exploring real and abstract applications of
mathematical concepts. They will enjoy problem solving and generalization. This course is suitable for
students who may go on to further study in subjects that have a significant level of mathematics
content, for example mathematics itself, engineering, physical sciences or economics.

IB Mathematics: Application and Interpretation (SL and HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: Applications and interpretation will be those who enjoy mathematics best when seen in a
practical context.Students are also encouraged to appreciate the international dimensions of
mathematics and the multiplicity of its cultural and historical perspectives.

IB Visual Arts (SL/HL)
Grade: 11 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course), Grade: 12 - Credit: 1.0 (year-long course)
Description: The goals of IB Visual arts are for students to explore and critically respond to the
aesthetic qualities of visual arts, the relationship between form and meaning, the social and cultural
functions of visual arts, the social cultural and historical contexts of other cultures. This course of
study has both a studio and an investigation component. Students are required to maintain a visual
arts documentation of the evolution of their aesthetic and creative journey. Students develop skills in
investigation, inquiry, organization, critical thinking, problem solving, time management, reflection,
and lifelong scholarship. The course of study is intended to enable students to study visual arts in a
meaningful way and to promote the study of visual arts in higher education. However, the course of
the study also supports students who are interested in life enriching experiences by investigating and
creating art. Students will embark upon a journey of creative exploration and discovery which will
include three equal and interrelated areas. Visual arts in context, methods and communicating visual
arts.

Courses
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Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) 

The IBO’s goal is to educate the whole person and foster responsible, compassionate citizens. The CAS
Programme encourages students to share their energy and special talents with others; for example,
students may participate in theater or musical productions, or sports and community service
activities. Through these activities, students should develop greater awareness of themselves,
concern for others, and the ability to work cooperatively with other people. 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) 

TOK is an interdisciplinary requirement intended to stimulate critical reflection on the knowledge and
experience gained inside and outside the classroom. The course challenges students to question the
bases of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to develop the ability to
analyze evidence that is expressed in rational argument. It is a key element in encouraging them to
appreciate other cultural perspectives. The course is unique to the IBO, which recommends at least
100 hours of teaching time spanning the Programme’s two years. This class does not have a formal IB
examination, but the teacher does evaluate the Diploma candidate's performance for the IB
Organization, an internal exhibition and one class essay is evaluated by IB examiners, to be included in
the awarding of bonus points when assessed along with the Extended Essay (EE). A maximum of 3
bonus points may be awarded for very good essays produced in both TOK and the EE components.
Please refer to the matrix on the following page for further explanation on the bonus points awarded. 

Extended Essay (EE) of 4,000 words (max)

Each student has the opportunity to investigate a topic of special interest. The essay requirement
acquaints Diploma candidates with the kind of independent research and writing skills expected by
universities. The IBO recommends that students devote a total of approximately 40 hours of private
study and writing time for the essay, which may be written in one of sixty subjects, including in many
languages. The essay permits students to deepen their Programme of study, for example, by selecting
a topic in one of their HL courses. Or, they might add breadth to their academic experience by electing
to write in a subject not included in their Programme choices. The process of producing the essay will
follow a series of due dates, and will be supervised by a qualified advisor. Due dates will be
appropriately spaced throughout the 6-7 months the students are given to complete the paper. It is
important that students fully meet all EE deadlines set by the IB EE Coordinator. 

Core Requirements
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Within the IB Diploma, the ToK, EE and CAS are requirements. Bonus points are awarded for the ToK
and EE components only. A maximum of 3 bonus points can be obtained. Please find below the matrix
highlighting the combination of possible bonus points a candidate may achieve in the ToK and EE
components.

TOK & EE Bonus Points 
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Internal examinations are an important indicator of a student’s progress and it is important that all
students take these exams seriously. Each student will be expected to maintain an effort grade of
average or above in all courses.

All students in the IB Diploma Programme at MKS will be closely monitored for academic progress and
high effort levels. At the end of each semester, the IB DP Coordinator will discuss each student of
concern with the High School Principal to decide on an appropriate course of action. A student track
performance is monitored by the IB DPC and any student under risk will be notified to the parents and
a meeting will be held by the DPC which will be documented using the school’s Academic Risk
notification Form.

Grading Scale
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Students register for their IB examinations at the beginning of 11th grade and will finalize the
registration by November of grade 12. Application for the finalizing of the exam session in May will take
place in October of the second scholastic year from the Diploma Programme coordinator’s Office.

A school IB registration fee of 400 BD each year needs to be settled along with the tution fees to the
school finance department. In addition to the IB registration fees, the IB examination fee
(approximately 300 BD) needs to be settled during the second year of the IB programme. The
examination fees invoice will be provided by IBO and for the amount settled with the school accounts
department, School will then proceed with the required procedures of settling the IB examination fees
to IBO.

The school must receive payment for registration in the IB May session examinations by the end of
November of the second scholastic year to meet the first IB registration deadline. The IB will add
penalty charges to the final cost of registration for students who do not meet this initial deadline, and
charges which will be passed on to the student.

As an illustration only, the fees for a diploma candidate in May 2020 were 595 Euros. For May 2023,
there may be some increase in charges levied by the IB and / or the school’s administrative charge.
A student who does not wish to complete the IB Diploma may enter for examinations as a course
candidate. For each subject entered, a result will be awarded and may provide the student with
university credit (students should check individual college or university requirements for specific
details). The registration fee for course candidates will vary depending on the number of course taken.

Exam Registration and Fees
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ADDRESS

Modern Knowledge Schools Address:

Building 12

Road 4209, Juffair 342

Manama, Capital, Bahrain




E-MAIL DIRECTORY




Principal – Dr. Cassandra Hazel

cassandrahazel@mkschoolsbh.com




Assistant Principal - Ms. Lujuana Daniels

lujuanadaniels@mkschoolsbh.com




IB DP Coordinator – Mr. Jude Katumba

judekatumba@mkschoolsbh.com




University Counselor – Ms. Yarnaa Yousif

universitycounselor@mkschoolsbh.com
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PARENT AND STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT




This form acknowledges that we understand that, as Modern Knowledge Schools

students and parents, we are asked to support the school and its mission and to

acquaint ourselves with and abide by the school’s policies and procedures.

We understand that this handbook is for informational purposes only. It is not

intended to create, nor does it create, a contract or part of a contract in any way,

including but not limited to, between Modern Knowledge Schools and any parent,

guardian, or student affiliated with or attending the school. We further understand

that Modern Knowledge Schools reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to add,

revise, and/or delete school policies before, during, and after the school year.

Our signatures below indicate that we have reviewed and familiarize ourselves 

with the contents of the 2023-2024 Modern Knowledge Schools Student Handbook

and agree to abide by the school’s policies and procedures, as outlined in the

handbook.

_________________________________________________         _______________

Parent/Guardian Signature                                          Date

_________________________________________________         _______________

Parent/Guardian Signature                                          Date

_________________________________________________         _______________

Student Signature                                                           Date

_________________________________________________         _______________

Print Student Name (First and Last)                          Date


