GENERAL FAQs
Which University recognizes IB Diploma?

Annually, DP students request transcripts sent to over 3,300 institutions of higher education in
nearly 90 countries. The degree to which these and other institutions recognize the IB diploma
and DP courses varies widely. Even institutions with no formally published recognition policy
often still consider DP performance in admissions decisions.
Recognition comes in many forms, but the most common are:








recruitment—actively recruiting Diploma Programme students
admission—the IB diploma is fully recognized in the admissions process, addressing
Diploma Programme students specifically in documentation and publications
placement—acknowledging the rigour of IB courses and establishing prerequisites for IB
courses that are fair and equitable in comparison with those for state, provincial and/or
other examination courses; understanding and acknowledging the English language
proficiency of DP students who undertook the programme in English
credit—providing detailed information on the courses for which credit is possible based
on DP scores; specifically understanding and recognizing theory of knowledge, the
extended essay, CAS and the content of both standard and higher level courses
scholarships—providing scholarships or scholarship opportunities specifically for IB
diploma students

For information on universities that recognize the IB, and details on their recognition policies,
please contact the IB Recognition Team. However, for the most accurate information, it is
always best to check directly with the institution(s) you are interested in.

2. How is the Diploma Programme Different from other pre-university academic programmes
The Diploma Programme is a comprehensive and balanced two-year curriculum and assessment
system that requires students to study six subjects and core components across all disciplines.
Within this structured framework, the DP provides a great deal of flexibility, accommodating
student interests and abilities. Through careful subject selection, students may tailor their course
of studies to meet their needs.
Regardless of the subject selection, all students explore the connections between the six major
subject areas, study each subject through an international perspective, reflect critically on aspects
of knowledge, pursue one subject in great detail through independent research, and have the
opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills through local and community service.

The assessment of student achievements happens in a variety of ways throughout the course of
the two-year programme. It includes the assessment of student work both by external examiners
as well as the students’ own teachers. Internal or teacher assessment normally contributes
between 20% and 30% of the subject assessment, but can account for as much as 50% in some
of the arts courses. The assessment itself undergoes careful review and moderation to ensure that
a common standard is applied equally to the work of all students internationally. All students’
work, regardless of which school they attended, are subjects to the same assessment principles.
The IB diploma is widely recognized by colleges and universities around the world as superior
preparation for students to succeed at post-secondary institutions.
3. How does Group 1 and 2 course translate to TOFEL

The IB has produced a letter explaining the different courses provided under groups 1 and 2 and
relative demands of these language studies.






Group 1 courses (Studies in language and literature) are designed for students whose best
language for academic work is English. A student registered for one of these courses will
have no trouble with studying in English. Many will be applying for English literature or
linguistics courses. English A courses meet the criteria for CEFR level B2 in the four
domains of reading, writing, listening and speaking. They are also both comparable with
IELTS/TOEFL requirements
Group 2 courses (Language Acquisition) – the main emphasis of the modern language
courses is on the acquisition and use of language in a range of contexts and for different
purposes while, at the same time, promoting an understanding of another culture through
the study of its language. English B Higher level and English B Standard level are highly
likely to meet the criteria for CEFR level B2 in the four domains of reading, writing,
listening and speaking. They are also both comparable with IELTS/ TOEFL
requirements.
English ab initio is a beginner’s course and universities may wish to check the level of
English of any student offering it.

4.What is the difference between IB diploma Score and IB Course results

The IB Diploma Programme (DP) is a rigorous, academically challenging and balanced
programme of education designed to prepare students aged 16 to 19 for success at university and
life beyond. To ensure both breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding, students must
choose at least one subject each from five groups:






language and literature
language acquisition
individuals and societies
sciences
mathematics.

Students may choose either an arts subject from group 6, or a second subject from groups 1 to 5.
At least 3 and not more than 4 subjects are taken at higher level (240 recommended teaching
hours), while the remaining are taken at standard level (150 recommended teaching hours). In
addition, three core elements—the extended essay (EE), theory of knowledge (TOK) and
creativity, action, service (CAS)—are compulsory and central to the philosophy of the
programme. The diploma is awarded to students who achieve a minimum score of 24 (out of a
possible total of 45), and fulfill other minimum requirements.
Students not enrolled in the full Diploma Programme may choose to take only particular DP
subject courses offered at their school (eg Mathematics HL or Economics SL). From 2012/14,
the DP core components (TOK, EE and CAS) will also be standalone offerings. A student may
take as many or as few DP courses as they wish and their school allows. The award for each of
these courses is not the diploma, but a series of scores from one to seven. Students can therefore
take any combination of elements as a portfolio of separate qualifications. These individual
subject results are referred to asDiploma Programme course results (formerly called a certificate
of results). Many universities in North America, and several other parts of the world, recognize
isolated DP courses alone or in combination with other programmes of study (ie national
curricula).
Additionally, students who enrolled in and attempted the full Diploma Programme, but did not
meet all the requirements, also receive Diploma Programme course results (DPCR). Consequently, the
DPCR can include all the Diploma Programme components but due to one or more failing conditions the
diploma was not awarded. The student has, however, been examined and assessed according to the
same DP standards and principles and has in fact completed a secondary school programme. The
difference between the award of the diploma or the DPCR can depend on 1 point (eg 23 instead of 24),
or a student failing to fulfill one of the minimum conditions for being awarded the diploma (eg a failing
grade on the Extended Essay or non-completion of the CAS component). Thus, a student with a total
score far exceeding 24 points may not necessarily be awarded the diploma.
5. Are DP exams and DP course exams same?
Yes. Whether a student enters the full Diploma Programme or simply opts to take one individual DP
course, both the course content and assessment are the same for that course.
6.What is passing DP course scores?
The IB does not assign passing scores for individual courses. A student simply receives a course score
between one and seven. The grade descriptions for each course give an indication of the level of
achievement a student reached for any given score. However, many universities often use a score of
“four” or “five” as the minimum for granting admission or advanced placement.
For the full Diploma Programme, which is different than an individual DP course score, the minimum
passing score is 24 points, assuming all other passing conditions have been met.


7. How many points is the DP core worth?

Students can earn up to three additional points for their combined performance on the extended essay
and theory of knowledge. No points are awarded for creativity, action and service, but the successful
completion of this component is a mandatory requirement for the receipt of the IB diploma.


8. Where and when can I see the curriculum and asessment materials, includings exams from
previous session?

From your teachers/ Check the subject Edline home page/ purchased from the IB store / approach the
DP coordinators office.
8.What is DP exam schedule and when are the asessment results issued?
Assessment results for IB exam sessions ending in May are issued on 6 July every year
9. How can we obtain a transcript from IBO?
An IB transcript of grades is an official copy of an IB candidate’s results that is sent to an institute of
higher education (university) directly. These documents are not sent to candidates or other
organizations; they are for institutes’ records only. An official copy of an IB candidate’s results is sent to
a university directly from the IB. When results are released, they will be made available to institutions
via a secure IB website, or via a mailed paper transcript of grades if the institution does not use the
electronic service.
Before results are released (5 July for a May examination session and 5 January for a November
examination session) candidates can request to have their results sent to six universities free of charge
(of these six only one can be requested for the USA and one for Canada). Before results are released, all
requests must be submitted by the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme coordinator of
the school. Additional transcript requests can be made and will incur a transcript request fee.
All requests should be processed within 14 working days of receipt of the request form. During the peak
months of December and January, and from July through to September, transcript requests may take
longer to process. The IB is not responsible for delays in the postal service or for the processing of your
transcript at the university.
10. What are Predicted Grades?
The predicted grade is the DPC and the teacher’s prediction of the grade the candidate is expected to
achieve in the subject, based on all the evidence of the candidate’s work and the teacher’s knowledge of
IB standards. Predicted grades are also required for theory of knowledge and the extended essay. It is
important that each prediction is made as accurately as possible, without under-predicting or overpredicting the grade. The IB takes measures to work with schools that consistently under- or overpredict student grades. Finally Predicated Grades are released from the DP coordinator’s office and

without the permission of the Diploma Programme Coordinator teachers‘s are not allowed to change
grade.


11. What does anticipated means on a student record?

The anticipated registration category means the candidate is in the process of completing the diploma
and is taking one or two SL subject assessments after the first year of the programme.
12. What are grade boundaries?
IB assessments are comprised of a number of components. Each of these components is assigned a
number value and weight. After these points are aggregated to total scores they are divided along the IB
one to seven point marking scheme. These ranges are known as grade boundaries.
Great care is taken to ensure grading reliability in determining grade boundaries through the application
of consistent standards supported by statistical background data. Grade standards are documented and
exemplified, and judgments made about grade boundaries are checked by a number of statistical
indicators. The setting of grade boundaries is an extended matter requiring considerable deliberation
and the reconciling of information from different sources: the experienced judgment of senior
examiners, statistical comparisons and the expectations of experienced teachers.
The principal means of setting judgmentally determined grade boundaries is by a review of the quality
of candidate work against grade descriptors. Grade descriptors are generic descriptions of the standard
of work expected of each candidate for a given grade. Descriptors are also intended to give some
guidance to classroom teachers on how to prepare their students and how to make candidate grade
predictions.
The grade boundaries for the points that have the greatest impact on candidates’ progression into
higher education (ie four, seven and three) are determined judgmentally in that order. Thus, the
boundaries for a “four” are determined, then a “seven”, then a “three”. The remaining boundaries are
determined arithmetically by interpolation from these judgmentally set boundaries.
13. What impact will a student’s choice to purse the DP have on college admissions
The answer to this question depends greatly on the student’s performance in the DP and their postsecondary aspirations. Literally thousands of higher education institutions have published polices
recognizing the DP—however, most also have minimum entry requirements. In some cases the courses
students select while in the DP can have nearly as much impact as their overall performance.
However, evidence does show that DP students tend to go on to tertiary study at higher rates than their
peers, are admitted more often to selective institutions, and tend to perform better in their postsecondary studies, including higher rates of post-secondary completion.

14. Is ’recogntion’ the same as ‘acceptance
Not necessarily. A university may have a fair and comprehensive policy recognizing the achievements of
DP students—however, they may still have very high minimum requirements for entry into their
institutions. This is especially the case for very competitive universities. It is best to check the minimum
admission requirements at the institution you are interested in to determine how a student’s DP
performance will be recognized.
15.Is there any advantage of taking four HL subjects?

There may be an advantage for certain courses, but in the majority of cases three HL courses is
sufficient for admission to first degree courses at university. Students should check admission
requirements with individual universities to see if there is any advantage to doing a fourth HL
course.
Outside of purely admissions considerations, taking four HL courses could mean a head start for
students in their first university year and could contribute to advanced placement in the USA.
Costs and benefits of learning and workload should also be considered.


16. What is the advantage of doing Bilingual diploma?

There could be advantages for non-native students applying to study at universities who require
evidence of proficiency in the language of instruction. There are also the general benefits of
demonstrating proficiency in more than one language.

